To the Members of the California State Assembly:
I am returning Assembly Bill 2714 without my signature.

It is important to ensure that minors do not use mail-order or internet sales to obtain
access to items prohibited under current law that could be dangerous if used improperly.
However, current law already requires sellers to verify the age of a purchaser who wishes
to buy ammunition at the time of sale. By adding a new requirement that retailers ensure
third party verification of the identity of the purchaser at time of delivery, this bill could
inadvertently subject legitimate retailers to criminal penalties for actions that they have
no control over. As a result, this bill could be counter productive by providing a
negligible benefit to public safety while concurrently discouraging legitimate business.

In addition, this bill would allow local governments to enact their own measures
governing the sale of ammunition if they are stricter than state law. Statewide uniformity
of the laws regulating firearms is critical to public safety. By allowing local governments
to proliferate local measures regarding the sale of ammunition that significantly differ
from state law, this bill could result in inconsistent regulation, interpretation, and
enforcement of firearms laws by businesses, law enforcement, and the public.

For these reasons, I am returning this bill without my signature.

Sincerely,

Arnold Schwarzenegger



